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An MMustrated Encyclopedia of Aztec Deities
by Richard Balthazar

The Aztec pantheois probablylarger, more diverse, and flatit scarier than that of any other culture in
the world. Indeed, the Hindusave a fewdozen deities, including fairly weird ones, and the Egyptians
kept a veritable igine zoo, but the Aztecs worshippkdndreds of divinitiesmany right up there with
your worst nightmareslin that pinnacle civilization afhe preColumbianAmericas, the uniquely

human propensity to personify (whether singly or multiply)rtaeural the divine, the ineluctable,

and/or the supernatural, ran hog wild.

For the Aztecs, almost every aspect of the world, nature, and human life had a deity in charge of it for
good or ill, and usually for bothThey saw the dichotomy of what we call good &vil as more of a

balancing act not of opposites, but of complementary parts in the whole, like yin andiyatgosmic

balance had to be maintained by propitiating the deities with sacrifices, human or otherwise, and some
gruesome penitential practclh avenadot t he | mtemientSgueanish they wereindt.u d e t

The Aztec deitieswhom they largely adopted from the broad Mexican mytholagya fascinating
crowd of interrelated extremepersonalities involved in@olent soapopera ofcreation/destruction,
love/strife, and life/death that makes the gods of Olympus lookdiléwimps. Perhaps the confusing
dramas, frequent aliases, and surreal images are due to the fact khexitaas and their deities
indulged in psychoactive dgs like alcoholic pulque, peyote, hallucinogenic mushroomsireartyy
other psychedelic herbs.

About those aliases, many of the deities often represented different manifestations of each other, not
unlike the notion of the bodhisattva, a phenomenon they callaththeal{na-gwal} embodying
specific aspects of divine influence.

To pronounce the t@uetwisting names, here are some general pointers about the Nahuatl language:
1) The stress is always on the penultimate (next to last) syllable.

2) The |l etter 6h6 is much more heavily aspir

3) The Il etter @b iins é6psrhaorwawnced O6sho

4) The Il etter 6tgd is a O6tod r el dasdeatherl at er al
noi sily. For instance, the Aztec word 0a

5) The Il etter O6c6 beforeho6ddh, 006 dred otshamwidos

The illustrations in this deithpased encyclopedia of Mexican mythology (as well as culture and history)

are cited from the relatively few (15) surviving Reenquest codices (pictutmoks). Some come from

the Mixtecand other cultures and share deities and religious traditions inherited from the distant past of
the Toltec, Teotihuacan, and the Maya. They are our only documentary evidence from that lost world.
Everything else, all their graphic arts and literatureluding the royal library of the po&ing of
Texcoco, Nezahual coyotl, was pioudlopyklBumnt by F
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AHUIATETEO (Gods of Pleasurgp-hweea-te-te-0}
TheAhuiateteo are five male deities embodying all types of pleasure
(see individual including sex, drinkingwealth,gaming/gamblingandpenance They
also entries below) cause the diseases and misfortunes of excessive induigghose areas
Often paired with th€ihuatetepthey all bear dayames of five, that
numberbeing symbolic of excesdMacuil CozcacuauhtljVulture),
Macuil Cuetzpallin(Lizard), Macuil Mdinali (Grass)Macuil Tochtli
(Rabbit),andMacuil Xochitl (Flower),

ATL (God of Water{ at g }

Atl is the deified element of water, and a nagoarfifestation or
bodhisattvapf Tlaloc, the ancient God of Stormb the tonalpohualli

or ceremonial count of days, also called the Turquoise Year, 8lo$

the 20 named days in the month, a lucky day. Nahui Atl (Four Water),
the 4" of the 13 numbered days in one of the weekthe dayname of

the Fourth Sun, a previous world ruled by Chalchiuhtlicue and destroyed
by Water. Its humans were turned into figks no codex image of this

Beyond the name, there is no information available ahtatoya.
Even this image isnly counterintuitive guesswork, relying on the water
motif and themask resembling that uiahuitl God of Rain.

. “"\.)
Codex TellerianeRemensis

ATLATONAN (Goddess of Diseas@)-t &anan}
(image unavailable) Atlatonan is an earth goddegs charge of causing and curing leprosy,
sores, and physical deformity. She is possibtagualof Tlaltecuhtli

CARZ (God of Fitnessjkarz}
(image unavailable) | found only one reference to this détyn the Florentine Codex lidt

god has been identified, this is my sketch based on the Stone of the Suns.

and the name itself doesnot sound


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlacoya
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CE CALLI (One Housejsekal-lee}
. kil Ce Calliis one of the Cihuateteteo, warrgpirits of women who die in
SU2 “ 4% childbirth. At least in Codex Aubin, she is paired with Macuil Xochitl
> E (Five Flower). Judgig from the augury of the day House, stmuld
N < represent intelligence and nobility.

Codexfi p a-Aubim

CE CUAUHTLI (One Eaglejse kwauh-t g e e }

4
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Ce Cuauhtli, another of the Cihuateteo, is paired in Aubin with Macuil
Cozcacuauhtli (Five Vulture). Again, according to her-dagne, she
may be representative of bravery.

"’«Q{_I ¢"A§. %y
=

Codexii p a-Auhind

CE MAZATL (One Deerfsemaz a t ppssibly a nagual of Xdiquetzal.

Ce Mazatl, another of the Cihuateteo, may well besgualof the
goddess Xochiquetzal (Flower Feather), whosergaye is the same.
According to her dayame, she might be the timid one, but if she is an
aspect of that goddess, her aremfiience would be beauty, sex, and
love. In Aubin she is paired with Macuil Cuetzpallin, who is a deity of
sexual excess, which seems indicative.

Codexfi p a-Auhin
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CE OZOMATLI (One Monkey)se czomat § e e }

Ce Ozomatli, the fourth of the Cihuateters, paired in Aubin with Macuil
Tochtli, a god of drunkenness, and following from her-dagne, she may
represent correspondingly strong emotions and immorality.

Codexii p a-Auhind

CE QUIAHUITL (One Rain)se keea-h we et § }

Ce Quiahuitl, another of the Cihuateteshould represent peace and

plenty, if we can interpret from her daya me . For what it
is paired in Aubin with Macuil Malinali (Five Grass), a deity of worship

and penance.

* <

CENTEOTL (God of Maiz¢ {senteo t § }

Centeotlis the son off lazolteotlandPiltzintecuhtli So me st he 0 s
son or husband ofochiquetzal However as the principle deity of
| maize, his female counterpart in the codices is usually Chicome Coatl
. (Seven Snake), and the deity of blooming maize is a ferafiezic
Xilonen (Hairy One) Centeotlis the 4" lord of the night and theord
of the day

Codex Cospiﬂ

CENTETEO (Gods of thetypes ofmaiz) {sente-te-o}
Iztacuhcdeezta-kooh-ka} is the god ofvhite maize Tlatlauhca{ t-tg & a
(imagesunavailable) ooh-ka} is thegod of red maizeCozauhcdko-zaooh-ka} is thegod of
yellow maize andYayauhcdya-ya-ooh-ka} is thegod of black maize.

4


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piltzintecuhtli
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xochiquetzal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinteteo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iztacuhca-Cinteotl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tlatlauhca-Cinteotl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cozauhca-Cinteotl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yayauhca-Cinteotl
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CENTZON MIMIXCOA (400Gods of theNorthernStarg {sentson meaneeskko-ya}
CENTZON HUITZNAHUA (400Gods of theSouthern &rs {sentson hweetma-hwa}

These were the sons of Cihuaca@attiMixcoat slain by Huitzilopochtli.
CENTZON TOTOCHTIN (400RabbitGods ofDrunkennessjsentson tetoch-teen}

These are the children of Mayauel and Patecatl and include Ome Tochtli,

(images unavailable) Tezcatzoncafftezka-tsonk a tThlHua{t §-bwea}, Toltecatl{tol-te-
k a tagdTepoztecat{te-pozte-k at § }

CHALCHIUHTLICUE (She of the Jade Skifhal-chewht & lave}

Chalchiuhtlicue is goddess of flowing water, rivers, strea@ausd lakes,
as well as ofyouthful beauty and ardorEvery stream or lake had its own
local chalchiutlicue. With a birthday-name of Ce Atl (One Waterghe

is patron ofwomen in laborghildbirth, children, and motherhood.
Certain of her purification rites struck Spanish clergy as similar to the
sacrament of baptismAs goddess of storms and forces of nature, she
can be dngerous. She is th& trd of the night (which has 9 hours),
and the 3 lord of the day (of the 18ay week). The wife of Tlaloc and
Xiuhtecuhtli, andpossiblymother ofTecciztecatl anthe twins
Quetzalcoatl anXolotl, she destroyethe Third Sun(Four Rain)and
Codex Borbonicus ruled the Fourttsun (Four Water).

CHALCHIUHTOTOLIN (Jade Turkey or Fowlchal-chewhto-to-leen}

Chalchiuhtotolin is anagualof Tezcatlipoca Often called the Green
Tezcat | i p magaificenthagran ®f the haguar warriors of the
night andof power and glory for warriors in genereleansing them of
contamination, absolving them of guilt, and overcoming their fates.
Appropriately heos tTecpatlpliattheon of
sacramental knifeBesides for political domination

Aztec wars were waged to harvest food forghd$d human hearts.

A powerful sorcererthe Turkey $ alsoa trickster who playa flutein

the night to leagbeople astray. Whoever chances to seeshiould
makebold to seize him and demand to be granted a wish. Significantly,
heds al sseaseqodgesilence.d(The Aztec civilization, tiles

of the Incaand otherswas destroyed more directly plagues thaby

the military conquests of the Spaniards.)

Codex Borbonicus

CHALMECACIHUATL (Lady of Sacrificefchal-mekaseeh wa t § }

Chalmecacihuatland husban@€halmecatecuhtli(Lord of Sacrifice)
{chal-mekate-kooht § are patrons of the Chalmeca people. They
rule one of theninelevels of theUnderworldthat reflect the nine hours
of the night. In Aubin and Riogeds the 1Y lord of the daybut in
Borbonicusthe standard Mictlantecuhtli is #1ord. Logically, they are
nagualsof the rulng couplein Mictlan, the ninth (lowest?) level difie
Codex Aubin Underworld.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centzonmimixcoa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centzonhuitznahua
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centzontotochtin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tezcatzoncatl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tlilhua
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toltecatl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tepoztecatl
http://www.azteccalendar.com/god/chalmecatecuhtli.html
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CHANTICO (She who Dwells in the Hous@)hanteeko}

\ Chantico is the goddess of fire in the family hearth and fire of the spirit,
((’ ’/) /7” " as well as fire of the earth (volcanoes), and logically the wife of

Xiuhtecuhtli, the god of fire. Patroness of cooking, eating, domesticity,

and weaving she represents the feminine sidiée, fertility, and the

waters of birth. She is also tgeddes®f precious things, the lady

wealth and jewels, defensive of her possessions and vindictive with gods

or mortals who tiee her treasures. éfdown particular omeibird

(parrot?) is attached to her headdress. (Each deity has one.) The jaguar

0
: @ pelt seat indicates a divine or royal being.
F %\
"r‘
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J

Codex TeIIerlaneRemenS|s

CHICOME COATL (Seven Snakgcheeko-meko-at § }

Chicome Coatlis the maize goddes¥ nourishment and plenty and a
wife of Tezcatlipoca Every September a young girl was sacrificed by
ritual decapitation and flaying. Theaee othemaize goddesses
various regionssuch as Chicome Malali (Seven Grass) and Chicome
Tecpatl (Seven Flint)

Codex Magliabechiano

CHICOME XOCHITL (SevenFlower) {cheeko-meshoc he et §}

Chicome Xochitlis a nagual of Xochipill(Prince of Flowers) and is the
deity of writing, painting, and songs well as of hallucinogenic plants.

Codex FejervanMayer

CHIMALMA (Goddess of Fertilify{cheemal-ma}

Chimalma is thepatronof life and deattandasguidefor therebirth of
souls may be aagualof Omecihuatl.(The image here may be a
mi stake, but at |l east 1tds functio

Codex Laud


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goddess
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tezcatlipoca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chimalma
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CIHUACOATL (Snake Womanjseehwako-at § }

QAL

Cihuacoatl is a goddess of fertility, motherhood, midwives, and sweat
baths, probably a nagual ©fazolteotlor Tlaltecuhtli The highesAztec
official below the Revered Speakeas traditionally entitled Cihuacoatl.

Codex Magiliabechiano

CIHUATETEO (Divine Women)seehwate-te-o}
The Cihuateteoarethe warriorspirits of women who die in childbirth
(See individual Theyescortthe sun from noon to its settin@hey are demons who cause
entries above) seizures and insanity, aafter sunsethey goto the crossroads to steal
children and seduce men to adultemheir daynames are: Ce Mazatl
(One Deer), CQuiahuitl(One Rain), Ce Ozomatli (One Miosy), Ce
Calli (One House) and Ce Cuauhtli (One Eagle).

CIPACTLI (Earth Monster{seepakt § e e }

Cipactli is a vast crocodile (more properly a caiman) or fish monster
vanquished by ezcatlipocawho created the First Sun (Four Jaguar) on
her back. She is alsmnagualof Tlaltecuhtli Cipactli is the T day of

the month, a lucky day, and Ce Cipactli is the first day of the ceremonial
Turquoiseyear.

Codex Borgia

CIPACTONAL (God of the Day]seepakto-nal}

Cipactonal is the deity of the daylight hours and he is shown in many
codices with his consort Oxomoco, Goddess of the Night, in apparent
intimacy behind a screen or mat. Your interpretation of that scene is as
good as mine.

Codex Borbonicus


http://www.azteccalendar.com/god/cihuateteo.html
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CITLALICUE (StarSkirt) {seet gem-kwe}

Citlalicue and her husban@itlalatonac (Star LordY{seet ¢aato-nak}
are deitieof the Milky Way, creator of the starsThey are also called
llamacihuatlandllamatecuhtliand areof course alhagualsof Ometeotl
(OmecihuatindOmetecuht)). Citlalicuethe 13"lord of the dayas
shown in this calendrical symbol

Codex Rios

COATLICUE (Snake Skirt{ko-at-lee-kwe}

Coatlicueis the mother oHuitzilopochtli, who was beheaded by her
hundred sons, who were then slain by the-bew god with the
Xiuhcoatl (Fire Serpent)Also known asToci (grandmother), she is a
patron of theCihuateteo.She is dressed inskirt of writhing snakesand
anecklaceof human hearts, hands, and skulls.

Stone of Coatlicue

COYOLXAUHQUI (Golden BellsXko-yol-shaooh-kee}

Coyolxauhquiis thedaughter ofCoatlicueby Mixcoatl and thesister of
Huitzilopochtli, who for very good reason dismembered her, turning her
head intahe moon.So the Aztecs promotdter as the goddess of the
Moon

The Stone of Coyolxauhqui

EHECATL (God of Wind){e-hek at § }

Ehecatlis the deified element of air and the breath of liflenagualof
Quetzalcoatlhe helpedhim create thd-ifth Sun by breathing life into

bones in Mictlan. He is the god of secrets and mystery, intelligence, and
spiritual life. Onlysmoke, feathers, and birds aeerificed to him.His
breath moves the sun and drives the clouds and rain across the sky.
Ehecatl is the 2 day of the month, and Nahui Ehecatl (Four Wirsdhe
day-name for the Second Suiithat Sun was destroyed by wind
(hurricane) andits peoplewereturnedinto monkeys.

Codex Vindobonensis


http://www.azteccalendar.com/god/citlalicue.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toci
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skirt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serpent_(symbolism)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Necklace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coatlicue
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mixcoatl

